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The Charles Losks and Son, Leonard

THE HISTORY OF THE LOSK BROTHENS

They came to McKenzie County in the spring of
1906—Moses Lesk and family, Joseph Losk, Charles
Losk, Jacob Losk, and sister Ann and husband Ilen
Goldman, and their family, They all took up home-
steads in the Bull Flat Ter-itory.

In 1914 when the railroad was extended to Watford
City, Charles and Rose Losk, newlyweds, and brother
Jacob moved into Watford City and opened a clothing
store. Later Moses also wioved into Watford City and
operatzd the Economy Store. Brother Joseph opened
a store in nearby Arnegard, and the Goldmans moved
to Sidrey, Montana.

In 1922 they built the fire-proof building on main
street of Watford City and consolidated the three
stores into one and called it The Losk Brothers Gold-
en Rule. Moses and family m ' to Los Angeles in
1924. The Goldmaus soon | =d them west with
their children. In 1933 the s+ Losks moved to
Seattle, Wash., with their child:--.. They were followed
in 1940 by Jacob and his family, who moved to Butle,
Montana.

This left the Charles Losks. They continued to op-
erale the store in Watford City. All of their children
attended and graduated {rom the Watford City Schools
and went on to the Universities of N. D. and Minn.

The Losk and Goldman families took an active .t
in all the comnunity and city affairs. Charles sex.ed
as chairman of the town board .:f aldermen, as muyor,
president of the Association of ..immsree, and during

World War I, was appointed chairman of McKenzie

Co. Council of Defense, by Gov. Frazer. He served as
Past Master of Fort Union Mascnic Lodge, Noble
Grand of the Schafer Lodge of Odd Tellov:- The
Watford City waterworks and sewer system weic put
in during the perisd of his chair:unship of the alder-
men. Rose was active in the Eastern Star and Rebekka
Lodges, and served as president of the Woman’s Club.
Leonard lives in Portland, Oregon; Walter in New
York; Rene, now Mrs. Samuel Nerenberg in Mill-
brae, Calif., and Harry in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Their forty-two years in McKenzie Co. and thirty-
four years in Watford City were the happiest and
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most active of their lives. They enjoyed living among

the fine people of Watford City.

In 1963 they celebrated their Golden Wedding An.

niversary. They now live in Burlingame, California.

Emil Degerness” Homestead Log House

EMIL M. DEGERNI

Emil came to Twin Valley Town:hip in
Co. from Gary, Minn., Nov. 17, 1510, and s
homestead north of e Banks post office s Lo He
stayed part of the time with a sister, M« M. B. Aase.,
and family until he built his homesicad shack. He
worked part of the time for neighbors hut mosily on
steam engines, during threshing time and also break-
ing sod, iu the sprin:.

On June 6, 1914, he married Anna Wold, who had
come to N.D. with her parerts, in 1910. They were
married by the Rev. O. S. Holt at the bride’s home.
There were few buggies and no cars at that time, so
the +. dding trip was made to Ray, N. D., with a team
and wagon. There th:y spent 3 days enjoying a circus,
and having wedding ;ictures taken. They also brought
home some furniture and houschold goods that had
been ordered from Sears Roehuc}

To this union wexe born four boys—-Howard, of
Roscou, Minn.; Oliver M., of Salt Luke City, Utah;
and Ervin, of Portland, Oregon. Arnold Degerness was
born in 1922 and died in 1935.

Mr. and Mrs. Degerness lived on the homestead un-
til 1953, when the; sold the farm and built a home in
Watford City, and are now semi-retived. Mr. Deger-
ness is presently serving as a counlty commissioner

from this district.
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